
May the Lord give you Peace! December 14, 2021

Minister’s Message
Hello my Franciscan Family!  

May the joy and peace of the Advent Season be with you all as we 
joyfully anticipate the celebration of Christmas. As we move 
through this season, I think about how grateful I am to have our 
Franciscan Family. My love of Advent and Christmas comes from 
the example of all the Franciscans I have encountered in my life. 
The incarnation was a game-changing event in history and the 
Franciscans’ emphasis on the beauty and goodness of season have 
changed my life in profound ways. Take some time during this 
Advent season to reflect on all the ways God has used this 
Franciscan Spirit to change the world.  

As many of you know, we are in a season of change for our 
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Upcoming Dates 

Wednesday 22 Dec   
6:00 pm  

Initial Formation 

Saturday 8 January  
9:00 am 

Choosing our next 
fraternity Council 

Liturgy of the 
Hours 

Pages for Christian Prayer: 

Evening prayer, Wednesday, 
Dec 22, Advent weekday, 
pages 963, 132 

Morning Prayer, Saturday, 
Jan 8:  Saturday after 
Epiphany, pages 845, 235

TAU SHALOM 
Emerging Fraternity | Secular Franciscan Order | La Crosse, WI

Chapel at Greccio, Italy, site of the first crèche



May the Lord give you Peace! December 14, 2021

Emerging Fraternity. As we prepared for the process of 
determining the new appointed council, I am very thankful for your 
flexibility to move our process to the Saturday, January 8th meeting 
due to the weather we were expecting. As we prepare for January 
8th, I remind all of you to continue praying for the future leadership 
of our fraternity. I also ask you to continue discerning whether you 
are called to be nominated to a leadership position for the 
fraternity. If you feel called to be considered for a position, please 
do not hesitate to email me with your decision to be considered.  

Finally, I bring to your attention Pope Francis’ address to all Secular 
Franciscans. I believe it has been the subject of some Formation 
Friday Materials.  You can find the full address at https://
www.tinyurl.com/popefrancis2ofs. I wish I could place the whole 
address in this column, but I leave you with only two of the many 
quotes that moved me.  

“The vocation of the Secular Franciscan is to live the Gospel in the 
world in the style of the Poverello, sine glossa; to take the Gospel as 
the “form and rule” of life. I urge you to embrace the Gospel as you 
embrace Jesus. Let the Gospel, that is, Jesus Himself, shape your 
life. In this way you will take on poverty, minority and simplicity as 
your distinguishing marks before all.”  

“May your secularity be full of closeness, compassion and 
tenderness. And may you be men and women of hope, committed 
to living it and also to “organising” it, translating it into real everyday 
situations, in human relations, in social and political engagement; 
nurturing hope in tomorrow by alleviating the pain of today.” 

May we take these words of Pope Francis to heart as we continue 
to re-commit ourselves to this Secular Franciscan call of living the 
Gospel. And as we continue to prayer for our upcoming 
leadership, I leave you with this Leader’s Prayer for us to reflect on.  

A Leader's Prayer 

Leadership is hard to define.  
Lord, let us be the ones to define it with justice.  
Leadership is like a handful of water.  
Lord, let us be the people to share it with those who thirst. 
Leadership is not about watching and correcting.  
Lord, let us remember it is about listening and connecting.  
Leadership is not about telling people what to do.  
Lord, let us find out what people want. 
Leadership is less about the love of power, 
and more about the power of love. 
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Upcoming Meeting 
Information 

We will meet in person for the 
upcoming meetings, gathering 
first in the San Damiano Chapel 
for prayer.  In case of severe 
weather, we may resort to 
meeting via Zoom.  A Zoom link 
will be sent to you by email.

From our Treasurer 

Please continue to support Tau 
Shalom with your financial 
contributions.  Checks may be 
made payable to “Secular 
Franciscan Order, Tau Shalom.”   
The basket will be available at in 
person meetings, or send your 
contributions to:

Frederick Ellis OFS 
1320 Pinecrest Lane, #13 
Onalaska, WI 54650-3479

https://www.tinyurl.com/popefrancis2ofs
https://www.tinyurl.com/popefrancis2ofs
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Lord, as we continue to undertake the role of leader let us be  
affirmed by the servant leadership we 
witness in your son Jesus. 
Let us walk in the path He has set and let 
those who will, follow. 

Let our greatest passion be compassion.  
Our greatest strength love.  
Our greatest victory the reward of peace. 

In leading let us never fail to follow.  
In loving let us never fail. 

Peace and All Good,  

Emilio Alvarez, OFS 

Minister, Tau Shalom Emerging Fraternity 

Spiritual Assistant’s Message
The Proclamation of the Birth of Jesus Christ 

You are welcome to use this in your homes on Christmas Eve: 

“the twenty-fifth day of December, when ages beyond number had run their course from the creation of the 
world, 

When God, in the beginning, created heaven and earth, and formed humankind in his own image and 
according to His own likeness; 

When century upon century had passed since the Almighty, as a sign of covenant and peace, set his bow in 
the clouds after the Great Flood; 

In the twenty-first century since Abraham, our father in faith, and his wife Sara came out of Ur of the Chaldees; 

In the thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led by Moses in the Exodus from Egypt; 

Eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the Judges; 

Around the thousandth year since David was anointed King; 

In the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel; 

In the one hundred and ninety-four Olympiad; 

In the seven hundred and fifty second  year since the founding of Rome; 

In the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus – the whole world being at peace: 
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JESUS CHRIST, ETERNAL GOD AND SON OF THE ETERNAL FATHER, DESIRING TO SANCTIFY THE WORLD 
BY HIS MOST MERCIFUL ADVENT AND LOVING PRESENCE, WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND 
WHEN NINE MONTHS HAD PASSED SINCE HIS CONCEPTION, WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY IN 
BETHLEHEM OF JUDEA, AND WAS MADE MAN. 

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. 

Shalom 

Brother Conrad 

Formation Station 
Greetings dear Franciscan sisters and brothers—may the Lord give you peace! 

The Franciscan Journey, Ch. 8: “Scripture in OFS life” 

The focus in this chapter is on the role of Sacred Scripture in Ongoing Formation. However, it is also a 
very appropriate subject for our Initial Formation on Wed. Dec. 22nd. 

Rule 4: “The rule and life of the Secular Franciscans is this: to observe the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ by following the example of Saint Francis of Assisi, who made Christ the inspiration and the 
center of his life with God and people. Christ, the gift of the Father’s love, is the way to him, the 
truth to which the Holy Spirit leads us, and the life which he has come to give abundantly. Secular 
Franciscans should devote themselves especially to careful reading of the gospel, going from gospel 
to life and life to the gospel.” 

In addition to the gospel, a secular Franciscan should reflect on events in the Church and society and view 
them through the lens of faith with the assistance of the Church’s teaching documents and the writings of 
Francis, Clare and noted Franciscans. 

The Bible is inspired by the Holy Spirit! The Catechism of the Catholic Church provides guidelines for 
reading and understanding Scripture: #112: be especially attentive to the “content and unity of the entire 
Scripture.” #113: Read the Scripture within “the living Tradition of the whole Church.” #114: Be 
attentive to the analogy of faith. 

We are all called to be evangelists and the chapter references Pope Paul VI’s apostolic exhortation 
Evangelii Nuntiandi (Dec. 8, 1975). I have included the following passage: 

“It is not superfluous to recall the following points: to evangelize is first of all to bear witness, in a simple 
and direct way, to God revealed by Jesus Christ, in the Holy Spirit, to bear witness that in His Son God 
has loved the world – that in His Incarnate Word He has given being to all things and has called men to 
eternal life.” [26] 

In a Letter to the Entire Order, Saint Francis wrote: “I therefore, admonish all my brothers and en-
courage them in Christ to venerate, as best they can, the divine written words wherever they find them. 
If they are not well kept or are carelessly thrown around in some place, let them gather them up and 
preserve them, inasmuch as it concerns them, honoring in the words of the Lord ‘Who spoke them.’ 
For many things are made holy by the words of God and the sacrament of the altar is celebrated in the 
power of the words of Christ.” A Letter to the Entire Order, Francis of Assisi, The Saint. Vol I p. 119 
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In responding to Question 2 (p. 96), what insights do we take away from this chapter? Do these insights 
provide incentive to move forward as a Fraternity during our time with Scripture—eg, discussing the 
readings of the day, the readings for Sunday Mass, reading one of the four gospels in its entirety as our 
Ongoing Formation or some other Scripture-based activity? 

Pax et Bonum! 

Charlie Peters, OFS, Formation Director and 

The Formation Team—Fr. Conrad Targonski, OFM, Mary Seger, OFS, and Frederick Ellis, OFS 

Birthdays and Profession Anniversaries
Frederick Ellis - Birthday, December 1 

John Hanley - Birthday, December 13 

Sean O’Flaherty - Birthday, December 18 

Peggy Dubois - Birthday, January 17 

Matt Korger - Birthday, January 23 

The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order - Article 4
“The rule and life of the Secular Franciscans is this: to observe the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
by following the example of Saint Francis of Assisi, who made Christ the inspiration and the center of 
his life with God and people. Christ, the gift of the Father’s love, is the way to him, the truth to which 
the Holy Spirit leads us, and the life which he has come to give abundantly. Secular Franciscans 
should devote themselves especially to careful reading of the gospel, going from gospel to life and 
life to the gospel.”  

The second chapter of the Rule is a thorough and detailed description of the Secular Franciscan 
way of life.  The first part(#4-#6) gives the meaning of gospel living in the Franciscan tradition.  
Then conversion and worship are explained as the necessary preconditions for achieving this 
gospel life (37-#8).  Finally, paragraphs #9-#19 describe the manner of sharing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ by how the Secular Franciscans live (#10-#14) and what they do (#15-#19).  In the light 
of scripture and the teachings of Vatican II, this chapter is envisioned as a program for 
evangelization:  how we ourselves are evangelized after the manner of Francis and secondly how 
we evangelize others.   

Paragraph #4 summarizes the heart of the Rule:  the very core of gospel life is intimate union with 
Christ, or in the words of St. Paul, “the life I live now is not my own; Christ is living in me” (Gal 3:20).  
And so, the Secular Franciscan, alive with the spirit of Francis, knows and experiences the Lord 
Jesus intensely, binding one’s own person with the person of Christ. 

from The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order with Catechism and Instructions (1981)
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JPIC Corner
Pax et Bonum my dear sisters and brothers of Tau Shalom. 

As many of you know, Peggy and I traveled south to visit my parents in Texas during the month of 
September.  We coined our trip as the Texas Coastal Retirement Tour, celebrating Peggy’s retirement.  Three 
times during our vacation, as we camped on the Texas Gulf Coast, we received Amber Alerts on our phones 
at various times of the day.  These alerts startled us twice in the middle of the night as we saw pictures on 
our phones of young, innocent children who were abducted from their families and now were considered 
missing.  We prayed for these children as we drifted back to sleep. 

We can find ourselves in a trap of thinking that Human Trafficking is only a “big city” problem, thus 
distancing ourselves from reality.  The reality is that this can indeed happen right here in our own 
neighborhoods.   

As Secular Franciscans we can pray constantly for the victims of human trafficking around the world, but in 
particular for those victims here in the United States. 

Human trafficking is the third largest criminal enterprise worldwide, after drugs and arms trafficking! 

The following is taken from the “Franciscan International Guide to Anti-Trafficking Law in the USA”.  

“Americans would prefer to believe that slavery was abolished in the United States in 1865 by the Thirteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution, but sadly, this is not the case. Though prohibited by law and punishable by 
the courts, a contemporary form of slavery continues both in the United States and around the world, made 
possible through a tragic practice known as human trafficking. Through this practice, men, women, and 
children are brought from their homes through falsehood, or even by force, into strange new cities or 
countries whose language and culture may be unfamiliar. They are then held captive and forced to work for 
the traffickers under terrible conditions. In cases of trafficking in women and girls, many are forced into 
sexual slavery, enduring rape by the traffickers and “clients” many times a day. Trafficking victims suffer 
beatings, humiliations, and degradations, and many live and work in dangerous conditions. Studies have 
found that they suffer post-traumatic stress similar to that of a victim of torture.” 

I urge each of you to read this lengthy, but highly informative guide to determine what we can contribute 
within our local Tau Shalom fraternity.  The guide can be found using the search option on the “SFO USA” 
secularfranciscansusa.org web site. 

May God continue to bless all of you during this Advent Season.  

Kevin, ofs 

Grace Notes
Our own Dear Father Conrad was featured in this article in St Anthony Messenger (a publication of 
Franciscan Media): 

St Francis: Giving Comfort to Weary Soldiers
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http://secularfranciscansusa.org
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/st-anthony-messenger/november-2021/st-francis-giving-comfort-to-weary-soldiers?utm_campaign=St.%20Anthony%20Messenger&utm_medium=email&utm_content=180314064&utm_source=hs_email
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